. es 834 Worthington Ridge 


. Second Worthington Academy 1831-1873 
With Presbyterian Church on 2" floor. 
Later 2" floor was courthouse. 

1955 - Second Berlin Free Library 
Federal/Greek revival 


Worthington Historic District 


Berlin Historical Society: Walking Tour of Berlin’s Historic District 


Second Berlin (Worthington) Academy Building, 834 Worthington Ridge, c. 
1831. With'the success of the academy at #801, a new building was built. The’ 
original floor plan included the school on the first floor and space for the 
Presbyterian Church on the second floor. Later, the church moved and the 
second floor operated as a courthouse. By 1873 declining enrollment forced the 
school to close and it was sold to the Brandegee family who used it as a private 
residence. The building is a fine and well-preserved example of the Greek 
Revival style. Note the ornate belfry. In 1949 the building was donated to the 
Berlin Free Library who restored it in 1955. Library cards are still maintained 
manually. F ss 
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At 834 Worthington Ridge in Berlin is a building erected around 
1831 as the second Berlin, or Worthington Academy Building. The 
first floor was used as the school, while the second served first as 
space for the Presbyterian Church, and later as a courthouse. With 
declining enrollments, the school closed in 1873 and the building 
served various purposes until in 1900 it was sold to the Brandegee 
family. In 1949, it was donated in honor of the family to the Berlin 
Free Library Association and still serves as a library today. 


1934 WPA Census of Old Buildings in Connecticut Survey at the Connecticut State Library Digital 
Collection. Slide # 058 

1831 Worthington Academy, was a dwelling, once an academy, 
current owner: Miss Emily Brandegee 

Faces east on Worthington Ridge, near New Britain Road 

Brick building, peak roof, 2 end brick chimneys, two stories and a half, 
5 window front, 12/12/ sash, stone foundation, gable end faces 
street, lintels and sills are slabs of brownstone, fanlight in gable 
cornice, cupola with balustrade, recessed doorway, 6 panel door with 
leaded glass transom 


1935 Susqui-Centennial Celebration of the Town of Berlin — Berlin Old 
Houses. 


1831 Worthington Academy current owner: Miss Emily 
Brandegee Worthington Ridge 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 193 


1831 Worthington Academy current owner: Berlin Free Library 


2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 


h 
1831 current owner: Berlin Free Library sai 
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BUILDING AND STRUCTURES 


IDENTIFICATION 


DESCRIPTION 


59 SOUTH PROSPECT STREET, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106 


STATE OF CONNECTICUT ' 
CONNECTICUT HISTORICAL COMMISSION md | i 


(203) 566-3005 3 
OIstRicT IF NR, SPECIFY 
ee #193 y Os [_]nr 0 Actual a Potential 
1. BUILDING NAME (Common) (Historic) is . 
Berlin Free Library Worthington Academy (Second) 


TOWN CITY VILLAGE OUNTY 
_ [iartrora 


NO NUMBER (and: or location) 


834 Worthington Ridge 16-1/102/42 
4. OWNER(S) 
Berlin Free Library Association " " Berlin 06037 CJpubtic [i Private 
U (Present) (Historie) 
Librar School 


ACCESSIBILITY) Segre” VERLE FROM PUBLIC ROAD INTERIOR ACCESSOLE YES EXPLAIN 
TO PUBLIC:| LX ves (C)neo [Xlves [Jno Library hours 
Y fe) 


. BUILOIN OATE OF CON RU 1ON 
Federal/Greek Revival 1831 


RIALIS) (indicate use or location when appropriate) 


h 
[_)etepboord a Asbestos Siding (x) Brick Orit) 
ia Wood Shingle O Asphalt Siding 0 Fieldstone 


D Board & Batten LJ Stucco 0 Cobblestone 


Aluminum Concrete Cut stone 
Siding Tynet ae Type: ——_brownstone—__ 


9. STRUCTURAL SYSTEM 


ia Wood frome 0 Post and beom (Clisstiaen 


4) Load bearing masonry O Structural iron or steel 


0 Other (Specify) 
TO. ROOF Type) 


(xX) Goble 0 Flot fel Mansord O Monitor O sowtooth 
O Gombrel im Shed O Hip 13 Round fale 


(Material) 


Roll 
Oo Wood Shingle DO Aspholt 0D Tin i} Slote (X) Gable end to the street 
Other 


ldsstatvsiragie  C)instiven Elite () Specenty) L) Ridge porate! 10 the street 


11. NUMBER OF STORIES] APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS 


23 3i° x M1" 
ONDITION (Stem tural) Chatertuad ; 
O Excellent i) Good O Foir | Deteriorated O Excellent q) Good O Foir T} Deteriorated 
13. INTEGRITY (1,1 alton? CATT ArTOUND 1F YES. EXPLAIN ‘ 
iginol 

Onerls ai {awed OJ Yes a No " 

REL O OUTBUILDINGS OR LANO P URES 
(x) Born 0 Shed OD Gorage OD Other landscape feotures or buildings (Specify) 
Dserize® = shop  Cocerden Small wooden barn in back 
1S SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT . 
i) Open land oe (x) Residential OD Scottered buildings visible from site 

Indus- i 

f] Commerciol ‘ial. (J Rural x) High building density 


16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF WUILOING AND SURROUNDINGS 
In Worthington Ridge Locdl Historic District, an area with many 
18th and 19th century buildings. 


DESCRIPTION (Continued) 
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17, OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior and/or exterior) i 
The Worthington Academy building has a three-bay facade with a central ~ 
entry. Brick walls are laid up in common bond. The recessed entry 
has old heavy six-paneled dogrs and a radial-glazed fanlight with 
applied lead floral decorations. On the sides of the entry recess 
are deeply recessed wood panels. Above the fanlight is a brownstone 
arch with a keyblock. Windows are flat-erched with brownstone sills 
and lintels and are fitted with 12-over-l2 sash. The attic story has 
a semi-elliptical louvre with a brownstone keyblock surround.*:’ The —~ 
molded cornice shows a partial return. Recessed panels similar to 
those on the doors and entryway appear on the soffit of the eaves. A 
rectangular belfry has fluted Doric pilasters om paneled bases, rec- 
tangular louvres, a wide plain frieze below a molded cap and a 
balustrade with turned balusters, a molded rail and urns. 


BUILDER 


19 HISTOR) L OR RCHI CTURAL IMPOR N 
Architecturally, the Worthington Academy building is significant as 
a fine and well-preserved example of the Greek Revival style. While 
the fanlight and semi-elliptical attic louvre are from the earlier 
federal style, Greek Revival influence clearly emerges in the building's 
relatively broad proportions, gable-to-street orientation, and in the 
Doric pilasters and entablature of the belfry. 


In 1831, three decades after the founding of the first Worthington 
Academy, a number of Berlin's leading citizens met to form the 
“Worthington Academical Company." Founders included Daniel Dunbar, 
Josiah Edwards, Elishama Brandegee Jr., Allen Beckley, William Savage, 
Joseph Booth Jr., James Guernsey, and Reuben North. The building was 
erected in the same year. Originally, the first floor was to be used 

by the school, the second by the Presbyterian church. The school was 

an immediate success, and the directors bought out the interest of 

the church in 1835. Worthington was constituted as a separate (continued) 
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Worthington Academy 
19. (continued) 


borough at the time, and court was held in the second floor. The 
school failed shortly after 1870. After this, the building served 
a variety of purposes. For a time it was a Congregational reading 
room. Around 1900, the building was sold to the Brandegee family, 
for a time it stood vacant; eventually it was rented out at one time 
as a dwelling. In 1949, the building was donated to the Berlin 
Free Library. It was restored in 1955 and remains a library. 


The building also has historical significance: it reflects the 
community's efforts to provide education in the classics and 
sciences beyond that given in the district schools. In an age 
before high schools were common, students bound for college were 
most often prepared in privately founded schools like this one. 


